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Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 2:08 pm on Saturday, March 12, 2011 by Chairperson Robert Stuart. Selectboard members Duncan Bond and Robert Roxby were in attendance via Skype connection. Administrative Assistant J.Bellah was in attendance.   6 members of the public were also present.  
Agenda

I. Review and Acceptance of Minutes from Selectboard Meeting from Friday, February 25, 2011.  RR makes correction “quick claim” should be “quitclaim”.  RR moves to accept as amended.  DB 2nd. Unan. Approval. 
II. Old Business
A. Recycling Bins – JB presents most affordable option for smaller collection bins to implement plastic and can recycling. ROS requests comments from board.  RR says that the proposal sounds good to him. DB concurs.  RR moves to rent containers. DB 2nd. Unan. Approval. 
B. FOAA – JB presents option for Freedom of Access Act policy for town based on state standards.  ROS reads standards to board for discussion.  RR asks why cost of staff time is so low. JB responds that it is the maximum allowable by the state.  RR moves to accept policy proposal. DB 2nd. Unan. Approval.  Policy to be implemented effective immediately. 
C. ROS brings issue to board.  He has received certified mail requesting that the board respond to a citizen’s complaint.  In the fall the Board received a complaint from Charlie Mitchell regarding an incident between his wife, Catherine Mitchell, and Constable Nate Lunt.  ROS reports that he spoke with both parties and received two very different stories.  At the time of the original complaint ROS sought to resolve this issue through mediation but the process was not able to move beyond, “he said, she said”. Jackie Mitchell informed ROS that she had called the sheriff and would pursue the matter through that process.  Therefore ROS feels that the Board did respond to this issue, but asks if the board feels the issue should be further addressed. Board reaches consensus that there is no more that can be done from their end. 
III. New Business
A. Treasurer’s Receipt - ROS read receipt out loud.  RR moves to receive as prepared. DB 2nd. Unan. Approval.  
IV. Other Business
A. Public Concerns – Board asks public if they have any business.  Laurette Lunt submits multiple complaints on behalf of herself and broader generalizations of “many people”.  ROS requests that LL keep her concerns specific, refrain from lumping them together, and limited to those that affect her personally so that the board is able to address them.
i. Laurette Lunt asks if the Board will be discussing the property foreclosure issue and a letter received from Dean Lunt.  The Town has not received notice from principal parties requesting LL represent them. ROS informs LL that the matter is Assessor’s business and that he has been in contact with the principal parties in the matter so it is not necessary to have her represent them.  LL requests she be informed of any decisions made on her father’s property.

ii. LL claims that the Tax Collector Tammy Desjardin has refused to talk with her to arrange tax payment plans or work on registering her vehicles.   LL claims that she was forced to work with the town treasurer instead.  LL says that she has left multiple messages on the town answering machine which were never responded to.  LL mentions that the complaint is not solely on her behalf but “many people” have had similar issues.  TD is present and submits that no messages have been left on the town office phone and that she makes herself available to register vehicles and work out payment plans during her regularly scheduled office hours.  TD explains that the process of who deals with tax payment plans is set by the state with a time sequence to determine when the tax collector or treasurer are involved in setting up a payment plan.  
iii. LL brings multiple complaints against the post office and its employees.
i. She claims that policy is being set through private emails of post office employees.  ROS responds that the Town is not aware of any emails and asks for proof.  LL does not volunteer evidence. 
ii. LL asks who is responsible for the post office.  ROS responds that the Selectboard oversees the post office, that he has been made point person for post office matters, and that Marissa Rozenski manages the office on their behalf. LL claims that Kim Smith applied for a post office box and was denied by MR.  ROS restates that complaints should come from the individual that is directly affected by them.  MR responds to complaint stating that, the issue is a legal matter dictated by the post office as a federal entity; that the post office no longer has those forms or the authority to oversee them and that applications for new post office boxes must be submitted on the mainland.  MR continues to state that individual interactions with the post office and information related to their mail is a confidential matter and she will not discuss it beyond general policies.
iii. LL states that her mail has been mishandled and is not being received by its final destination parties. LL claims that her mail is not arriving in a timely manner and that TD has willfully tampered with her mail. LL states she has proof but refuses to submit evidence when requested by the board. LL says that she will only deal with Diane (Tremont post mistress).  RR states that accusations of this nature are very grave and serious as they are a felony crime.  RR insists that the Board would need concrete evidence and substantial proof to further discuss the issue today.  LL refuses to submit proof beyond her word and states that she will deal only with Diane.  Board discusses complaint and reaches consensus that many individuals handle the mail between it’s time on Frenchboro to its final destination and that without substantial proof that mail is being purposely tampered with by Frenchboro post office employees, they cannot respond to LL’s complaint beyond safeguards already in place through current post office practices. TD states that complaints should be submitted formally in writing.  Zach Lunt asks if an opportunity for the whole community to meet and discuss issues with the post office will be held.  ROS feels that it would be productive for the community to gather and discuss the post office so that any issues have a chance to be raised by the public and addressed in an appropriate setting.  ROS asks LL if she feels it is possible to reach a resolution today that would help alleviate tension in personnel relations.  LL responds in the negative and feels that the post office employees are lying.   Board reaches consensus that there is not enough evidence for them to make any decisions on this matter today.
V. Administrative
A. Warrant- no warrant prepared
B. Mail- 

VI. Adjourned- motion to adjourn 2:52 pm  Next Meeting: 3/23,
4/4/2011
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