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Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:14 pm on Friday January 7, 2011 by Chairperson Robert Stuart. Selectboard members Robert Stuart, David W. Lunt, Arthur Fernald were present. Selectboard members Robert Roxby and Duncan Bond were present via Skype connection. Administrative Assistant J. Bellah was in attendance.   7 members of the public were also present.  
Agenda

I. Review and Acceptance of Minutes from Selectboard Meeting held on Tuesday, December 14, 2010.  AF moves to accept minutes as written. RR 2nd;  Unan. Approval  
II. Old Business
A. Appeals Board - Rob Stuart addresses Board.  During a previous Selectboard meeting three individuals volunteered to be a board of appeals member.  There was a question of the conflict of interest due to familial connection for two of the volunteers.  Although the board had reached consensus to appoint Jay Fiandaca to this position, no formal vote was taken at that time and the issue was raised at a following meeting where Zach Lunt was appointed to this position.  The board explains the miscommunication to Mr. Lunt, who consents to step down, and moves to appoint Jay Fiandaca to the board of appeals. AF 1st. RR 2nd. Unan. Approval.
B. Town Wharf Contract – Contractor Jay DesJardin requests $350.00 supplies funds to begin project and set completion date to April 1, 2011.  Board approves requests.  AF moves to make corrections to contract.  RR 2nd. Four yes votes. DWL abstains.
C. MCHT Meeting – ROS has been in contact with Terry Towne on the issue of trails and scheduled an open meeting in April at the request of MCHT.

D. Department of Army – Moorings Discussion.  J. Clement has contacted ROS on this issue as well as examination of dredging needs in the harbor.  JC. reports that he did receive a letter in 2007 from P. Charpentier during his tenure as a Selectboard member and a survey was completed at that time which determined there was not a current need for dredging.  JC. has offered to reevaluate the situation.  ROS requests present fishermen voice their opinions on the need for dredging.  DWL voices that the depth in the main harbor is not an issue but that fill is occurring from the culvert toward the ocean. P. Charpentier estimates that on the Eastern side of the harbor there is two additional feet of fill since 2007.  The group reaches a consensus that the ledge in the harbor is solid and not debris.  Fishermen request to be placed on dredging list now.  RR asks if dredging must occur in whole or in partial.  J. Clement will come to the island in April to discuss the dredging and moorings issue.  ROS clarifies that J. Clement states no one can sell space on the bottom as it is owned by the federal government and that when you buy moorings you do not buy the spot.  Public discusses alternatives such as waiting list for moorings use.  Zach Lunt asks if he owns his spot if he owns the wharf land.  ROS voices that he believes only familial passage, of father to offspring, is allowed when retiring a mooring.  ROS recommends that all questions be reserved until the meeting in April as he is not an expert of maritime law.

III. New Business
A.  Recycling containers – JB presents cost estimates and current options to board for discussion and final decision.  Board requests clarification of information and ROS recommends that the town first try the ten yard option with pickups scheduled every six weeks and an assessment of needs be conducted from there.  RR moves in support of this option. DB 2nd. Unan. Approval.  Board reaches consensus that ADD will serve as negotiator for recycling contract with Ellsworth.
B. Harbor Dredging -  Discussed previously

C. Website - JB presents three options to the Board for a hosting service.  Board requests recommendation on options. Based on cost and program options, JB and Alan Davis recommend Just Host.  RR moves to establish website with Just Host. AF 2nd. Unan Approval.
IV. Administrative
A. Warrant- signed

B. Mail- 

V. Other Business
A. Public brings issue of church land ownership to Board.  ROS addresses the public: the transfer of the church land property predates the creation of the Town and it has never been claimed as Town property or treated as an asset of the Town. It is not proper for nor the responsibility of the Selectboard to approve Town funds be spent to research title claim on a property not accepted as Town land. If a member of the public wishes to submit a warrant article to be included at town meeting to raise funds for this process it is their prerogative to do so.  Catherine Mitchell voices concern that the church property holdings are not being taxed in accordance with Maine law. ROS disagrees. Jay DesJardin asks who the last recorded deed owner is. ROS responds that the Church has given a verbal statement that they have a deed in their possession.  Catherine Mitchell requests clarification as to what “church” is being referenced.  ROS states that he believes that the church is a legal entity but that it is not the role of the Selectboard nor do they have the capacity or legal authority to determine land disputes or use of church buildings.  ROS states that this is not Town Business and RR agrees that it is not the role of the Selectboard to determine land disputes of this nature.
B. Plowing - The town has received multiple letters of concern regarding the adequacy of plowing as it is currently being conducted and state that all aspects of the plowing contract are not being met.  DWL offers that the plow contractor will place sand and salt supplies at the school to be used on the steps and walkways.  P. Charpentier request board address damage done to his front planter by the plow contractor.  DWL contests no damage was done. ROS recommends that the contractor, homeowner, and himself discuss and view the situation.  ROS believes that heavy wet snow could possibly have impacted the decorative element under discussion.

C. URIP Forms – ROS will complete.
D. Registrar of Voters – JB informs board that they must either appoint a new registrar of voters or reappoint Tammy DesJardin who has agreed to continue in this role. DB moves to reappoint Mrs. DesJardin. AF 2nd. Unan. Approval, Board signs reappointment letter.

E. Round Trip Ferry Option - Jim McCloud has submitted a round trip ferry option to Tammy DesJardin and the Selectboard for review.  A round trip ferry is proposed on Thursday but we would need to think about giving up either our Wednesday boat or the Gott’s boat.  ROS cautions that the only waiting period available for dumpster removal in Wednesday’s boat.  AF states his displeasure with the proposal.  Board reaches consensus that the proposal is not an option for Frenchboro.

F. DWL moves to receive the Treasurers receipt as submitted. AF 2nd. Unan Approval

G. Rachel Bishop, Treasurer informs board of the foreclosure of the Monte Smart property to the Board.  AF moves to receive as written. DWL 2nd. Unan. Approval.

H. Nate Lunt informs board that the Gooseberry Road culvert between his property and West Shore Rd has been worked out of the ground.  ROS believes that as all residents of the Town use this road it is appropriate for the Town to maintain this culvert. ROS recommends that the Board write to Ruth Davis to request permission to do work on her road at the Town’s expense.  RR 1st. DWL 2nd. Unan. Approval.
VI. Adjourned- motion to adjourn 7:36 pm  Next Meeting:  1/21
2/11/2011
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